
O 
ne of the critical aspects of any Executive Director is to promote their 
organization and be the “head cheerleader.”  As I attend many 
meetings and serve on many committees, I enjoy singing the praises 

of downtown Santa Ana.  I have a 30 second elevator speech all the way up 
to a power point presentation extolling the virtues of shopping, dining, 
playing, living and why entrepreneurs should check out downtown when 
looking for a business location.  I will be happy to speak to your group just 
give me a call 714-547-6100.   
 
One of the frequent questions that I am asked is: “Do you personally shop 
in the downtown?”  Let me be very clear: I most certainly do!  Not only 
personally, but at Downtown Inc we always shop here first and if we cannot 
buy it, rent it, lease it, or borrow it, we are forced to look elsewhere.  We 
support our downtown! 
 
To that end, I tried to compose a listing of all the merchants I have shopped 
in the downtown.  The number was well over 110.  There are over 800 
businesses in the downtown so I have a ways to go before I hit them all.  
Here are a few: At El Faison I found a complete compilation of the Beatles 
music that has taken me 20 years to find!  At Kid Avenue flower girl 
accessories are half the price of David’s Bridal.  The Fiesta Swap Shops 
have Sketcher shoes actually ½ the price of the mall.  At Christmas, I wore 
my boots purchased from Anna at Fiesta Shoes up to Northern California 
for Christmas and ended up sending 3 pairs to my daughters. The grandkids 
all got  their winter wardrobes at Fallas Paredes saving me so much money 
that I adopted a family in Santa Ana and got their kids outfits too.  Teresa’s 
Jewelers protected my wedding ring by repairing my loose diamond and 
had a collector nutcracker lapel pen that I just had to have.  Over at the 
Santora Building, I have practically gone bankrupt purchasing beautiful art 
pieces from The Green Door Art Gallery and pictures at Ellen-Ments of 
Photography. Martinez Bookstore sold me their last copy of “Orange 
County” by Gustavo Arellano.  American Apparel is where I got my 
youngest daughter’s Christmas outfit.  AT&T, right under our office is where 
I purchased my new iphone and my husband, Norm’s his Blackberry.  Food 
4 Less and Northgate Markets happen to have the freshest and best 
prices on fruit and vegetables and long before rolled back prices they had 
the best bargains and still do.  Every bouquet of balloons I buy come from 
Mi Fiesta Party Supply.   Brian’s carries men’s silk socks by Pierre Cardin 
that all of the ladies in the family steal from Norm.  La Moda had a corduroy 
jacket that was under the Christmas tree for my son-in-law.  Shawn at Telas 
Fabrics has several unusual baskets (similar to Longaberger), that are on 
my list for future purchases.   He’s a little surprised that people actually 
collect baskets.  My Ford has new brakes from Firestone Complete Auto 
Care and an oil change from Pep Boys.   Rite Aid and CVS continue to 

gain our sundry supplies business with quick in and out service.  Calacas 
and Cantera’s for that international flair we can’t find anywhere else in the 
world!  Next stop Mega Furniture, Dearden’s and Casa Linda and Ray at 
R & R Sportswear has a pair of striking cowboy boots that would make 
Norm 2 inches taller!  We could see “eye to eye”.  
 
In the service category, the best customer service in downtown Santa Ana 
has to be from the professional staff at Dr. Art Lomeli’s Dental Practice.   
My tooth broke and they worked around my schedule and stayed late to fix 
it.   Thanks Doc! 
 
The restaurants in downtown Santa Ana range from Orient Express on 4th, 
Venezuelan flavor on 5th at Mil Jugos, best goat cheese & beet salad and 
Southern crab cakes at Memphis, thick cut Maui style onion rings and BBQ 
burger at Original Mike’s keep Norm happy while I prefer their “Soon to be 
Famous” clam chowder and Super Cheesy garlic bread.  Lola Gaspar has 
this smoke chicken and brie pressed sandwich to die for.  Gypsy Den has 
the best coconut cake and unique vegetarian goodies that lure us to a 
healthier lifestyle (we continue to resistJ).  Head over to the Crosby and you 
will be treated to epicurean delights that defy logic such as fried cheese 
rolled into an appetizer (huh?).  My favorite Mexican and Latin cuisine 
comes from all these places:  Jugos Acapulco,  Karmina Restaurant and 
Grill (tilapia fish with mango salsa) , Las Brisas 2 (Queso Fresco 
enchiladas), Taqueria Guadalajara (steak/chicken tacos), Chimichurri, 
Rancho de Mendoza for lunch buffet, Mariscos Tampico (fried fish) , El 
Carbonero for Salvadoran, Las Casuelas and the Fiesta Imperial Meat 
Market that offer tortas that require 10 napkins because of all the juicy stuff 
inside.  We’ve eaten at all of these and still have more to chose from.  “To 
all our relatives in Tillsonburg, Ontario, Canada: “Eat your heart out.”  They 
have no Mexican restaurants!  Other restaurants that we find to our liking 
are:  828 Pho, Tommy Pastrami for a mile high sandwich worth sharing, 
Bistro 400 for Romance and Chicken Marsala.  All time favorite fast food: 
Subway, Jack in the Box, Taco Bell and Burger King (friendly 
employees).  We like the night life! We like to BOOGIE at Proof’s Bar and 
haven’t been to Festival Hall yet.  Coffee kudos to Starbucks for their 
skinny lattes.  Moya’s Bakery spoiled us and the Board of Directors, with 
Mexican breads that melt in your mouth.    
 
As you can imagine, I’m probably in “big trouble” because I just named a 
few.  That’s the fun and excitement of downtown Santa Ana.  Come shop, 

dine and play downtown and share your good deals, good meals, good 
times and unexpected finds.  Write a blog at downtown-santaana.com.     
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From the City: Parking Meter Hood Request Procedure 
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1.  Contact the Downtown Office for a meter hood request form (714/565-4027) 305 East 4th Street, 

Suite 201-B.  The office is open Monday-Friday, 7:00 am to 4:00 pm. Meter hood requests must be made 

a minimum of 24 hours in advance to allow for scheduling. Meter hood requests for special events should 

be made a minimum of one week in advance.  

 

2. Be prepared to provide each parking meter number (Located inside the plastic dome of the meter 

head). 

 

3. Pay the meter hood rental fee and refundable deposit.  You will receive a green hangtag for each 

meter. Additional hangtags are available upon request at the cost of $1.00. Rental fee is $6 per day per 

space (up to a maximum of 6 months).  We require cash or checks (one check for rental fee and one check 

for deposit. Meter hood deposit is $30 per meter hood.  This will be returned to you, provided the meter 

hoods are not damaged or missing. We also rent traffic cones for $1 per day with a $10 deposit per cone. 

 

4. Hang the green permit tag on your rearview mirror with an unobstructed view through the 

windshield.  If the permit is for anything other than a vehicle, display the green permit on the street side 

so that it is visible from the street. If you need to leave your space during the day, place a cone or other 

type of approved traffic barrier in your space. 

 

 

#04E0101 

 

Permit # 04E0101 

Parking Meter Hood Permits are 

available for temporary building 

services (construction, loading/

unloading, special events, etc). 

 

Meter hours of operation are 

Monday through Saturday from 8 

am to 8 pm. Parking Meter Hood 

Permits are not for personal use. 

 

Ask Downtown Inc?  
 

Send questions to  
info@downtown-inc.com 

 
http://www.downtown-santaana.com 

 

American Shield Security 

available in downtown   

24 hours 7 days per week at  

1-800-296-2777 

Ruth 

 
Help Shape the Future of Transportation in Downtown Santa Ana 
 
The Cities of Santa Ana and Garden Grove are partnering with the Orange 
County Transportation Authority to study the possibility of bringing a 
new  transit system to the area that would improve the connectivity between 
important city destinations, spur economic development opportunities, create 
jobs, and serve our growing communities.   
 

The new system could be a bus, trolley or streetcar.  Its primary goal would be 
to provide a convenient connection between Metrolink commuter rail service at 
the Santa Ana Regional Transportation Center (SARTC) and key activity and 
employment centers, including Downtown Santa Ana, the Civic Center, Santa 
Ana College and the Orange County High School of the Arts.  
 

Engaging the downtown business community is very important to the City of 
Santa Ana. Your input on the transit technologies and routes under 
consideration, as well as feedback on the environmental issues being studied 
is important to the success of the project. Please help us plan for the future 
and make your voice heard by attending our open house for Downtown 
businesses:  
Date:  Wednesday June 9, 2010  
Time:  7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
Location:  Grand Central Arts – Mail Lobby, 125 North Broadway, Santa Ana, 
CA  92701 
Corner of 1st Street and Broadway 
 
For more information on the project, including additional public scoping 
meeting dates and information on how to submit written comments, please 
visit www.santa-ana.org/transitvision, or call (866) 580-9455. 
 

http://www.santa-ana.org/transitvision
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C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R  
Art Walk first Saturday of every Month 

 Location: Artist Village  

June 5  

6 pm - 10 pm  

Dr. Willella Howe-Waffle House 

 Location: 120 Civic Center West   

June 5  

Noon - 4 pm 

Safety and Security Committee Meeting 

Second Tuesday of every Month 

 Location: 305 E. 4th St., Ste. 200 

June 8 

1 pm 

Transformation in Downtown Santa Ana 

 Location: Grand Central Arts - Mail Lobby 

June 9 

7:30 am - 9 am  

Marketing & Promotional Committee Meeting  

 Location: 305 E. 4th St., Ste. 200 

June 10 

8 am 

Restaurant Association 

Second Thursday of every Month 

 Location: Memphis 

June 10 

6:30 pm 

Board  of Directors Meeting: 

Third Thursday of every Month 

 Location: 305 E. 4th St., Ste. 201 

June 17 

8 am 

Merchant Meeting 

(bi-monthly) Always on a Monday 

 Location: 305 E. 4th St., Ste. 200 

July 26 

6:30 pm 

SUMMER MONTHS EVENTS 
for details on all events go to www.downtown-santaana.com 

FIFA World Cup Headquarters Games Showings 

 Location: All participating restaurants 

Happy Hour Trolley - Thursday thru Friday   

Posse on Broadway - Broadway 

Film Festival - Old O.C. Courthouse 

4th Street Summer Entertainment Series 

Hand Made Brigade of O.C. - Fiesta Market Place 

 

 

 

 

WEBSITE 

From page 1 Spanish Version below 
  
 

 
Vicky Baxter, Director Ejecutiva 
vickybaxter@downtown-inc.com 
714-547-6100  ext 200 
 
Uno de los aspectos cr²ticos de cualquier Director Ejecutivo es el deber de 

promover su organizaci·n y ser ñporristaò. Cuando asisto a muchas reuniones y 

sirvo en muchos comit®s, disfruto cantando las alabanzas del centro de la cuidad 

de Santa Ana. Tengo 30 segundos de discurso para el elevador hasta una 

presentaci·n de Power Point exaltando, las virtudes de compras,  comidas, 

diversi·n, vivir y tambi®n por qu® los empresarios deber²an probar el centro cuando 

busquen un local comercial. Estar® encantada de hablar con su grupo, s·lo 

ll§meme al 714-547-6100 ext. 200. 

 

Una de las preguntas frecuentes que se me hacen es; àñusted hace sus compras 

personales en el centro?ò! Perm²tanme ser muy clara: ciertamente que si voy de 

compras! No s·lo personalmente pero en Downtown Inc. nosotros siempre 

compramos aqu² primero y si no podemos comprarlo, alquilarlo, arriendarlo, o 

tomarlo prestado. Nuestro ¼ltimo recurso al no encontrar en el centro, es buscar en 

otro lugar. áApoyamos nuestro centro! 

 

A tal efecto, trat® de formar una lista de todos los comerciantes qui®n en el centro 

les he comprado. Mas de 110 tiendas. Tenemos 800 negocios en el centro 

entonces tengo un largo camino que recorrer. Aqu² est§n unos cuantos: áEn El 

Faison encontr® una compilaci·n completa de la m¼sica de los Beatles que me ha 

tomado 20 a¶os para encontrar! En Kid Avenue los accesorios de ni¶as son la 

mitad en precio de Davidôs Bridal. La Fiesta Swap Shop tiene zapatos Sketchers 

realmente İ el precio que las tienda de departamento. En la Navidad, llev® puestas 

mis botas compradas de la tienda de Ana, Fiesta Shoes al Norte de California y 

termin® por enviar 3 pares a mis hijas. Mis nietos todos consiguieron sus 

guardarropas de invierno en Fallas Paredes .  Ahorre tanto dinero que adopt® una 

familia en Santa Ana y consegu² trajes para los ni¶os tambi®n. En Teresaôs 

Jewelers protegieron mi anillo de boda reparando mi diamante suelto y ten²an una 

pluma de solapa de Nutcracker coleccionista que tuve que tener. En el edificio de 

Santora, he comprado pedazos de arte hermosos de The Green Door Art Gallery 

cuadros en Ellen -Ments de Fotograf²a. La Librer²a de Martinez me vendi· su 

¼ltima copia ñOrange Countyò por Gustavo Arellano. La tienda American Apparel 

es donde consegu² el traje de Navidad para mi hija m§s joven. El AT*T 

directamente bajo nuestra oficina es donde compr® mi nuevo iPhone y mi esposo 

(Norm) su Blackberry. Los mercados Northgate  y Food 4 Less resultan tener los 

precios m§s bajos y las verduras y frutas m§s frescas. Cada ramo de globos que 

he comprador solamente compro de Mi Fiesta Party Supply . Brianôs lleva 

calcetines de seda por Pierre Cardin que todas las se¶oras en la familia le roban a 

Norm. La Moda ten²a un abrigo de corduroy que lleve bajo el §rbol de Navidad 

para mi yerno.  Shawn en Telas- Fabrics Wholesale/Retail tiene varias canastas 

extra¶as (similar a Longaberger), que est§n en mi lista de compras futuras. £l 

estaba un poco sorprendido que la gente realmente colecciona canastas. Nuestro 

Ford tiene frenos nuevos de Firestone Complete Auto Care y un cambio de aceite 

de Pep Boys . La ayuda de Rite Aid y CVS Pharmancy siguen ganando nuestro 

negocio de materiales diversos con servicios r§pidos. áPara aquella aptitud 

internacional Calacas y Canteraôs son los ¼nicos en el mundo! áLas pr·ximas 

paradas son Mega Furniture , Deardenôs y Casa Linda y Ray en R & R 

Sportswear tiene un par de botas de vaqueros sorprendente que har²a Norm dos 

pulgadas m§s alto! Podr²amos ver "cara a cara."   
 
En la categor²a de servicio, el mejor servicio tiene que ser del personal profesional 

en la pr§ctica dental de doctor Art Lomeli . Mi diente se quebr· y ellos trabajaron 

alrededor de mi horario y se quedaron tarde para fijarlo. áMuchas gracias doctor! 

 

Los restaurantes como Orient Express en la calle cuatro, el sabor venezolano en 

la calle 5 Mil Jugos , el mejor queso de cabra en una ensalada de betabel y 

pasteles de cangrejo del Sur en Memphis , anillos de cebolla estilo corte grueso 

come en Maui y hamburguesa de BARBACOA. En el restaurante Original Mikeôs,  

Norm es muy feliz mientras yo prefiero crema de pescado de almeja que "Pronto se 

va ser famosa" y tambi®n el pan de ajo. Lola Gaspar tiene un pollo ahumado con 

queso de Brie que esta para chuparse los dedos. Gypsy Den tiene el mejor pastel 

de coco y golosinas vegetarianas ¼nicas que nos atraen a un estilo de vida m§s 

sano (seguimos resistiendo).  
 
Dir²jase sobre Crosby  y usted ser§ tratado a placeres epic¼reos. La comida 

Mexicana y Latina favorita viene de todos estos sitios; Jugos Acapulco , 

Desde mi Escritorio 

Karminaôs (pescado de tilapia con la salsa de mango), Las Brisas 2 

(enchiladas con queso fresco), Taquer²a Guadalajara (filete/pollo 

tacos), Chimichurri , Rancho de Mendoza para el bufete de 

almuerzo, Mariscos Tampico (pescado frito), El Curtido comida 

salvadore¶a, Las Casuelas tambi®n salvadore¶a y la Fiesta Imperial 

Meat Market que ofrecen tortas que requieren 10 servilletas debido a 

toda los ingredientes jugosos adentro. Hemos comido en todos ®stos 

lugares y todav²a tenemos m§s apetito. A todos nuestros parientes en 

Tillsonburg, Ontario, Canad§;  "Mu®ranse de envidia". áEllos no tienen 

ning¼n restaurante Mexicano! Otros restaurantes que nos gustar²a ir 

pronto son: 828 Pho Vietnam®s, Tommy Pastrami un bocadillo que 

se puede compartir hasta una milla de alto, Bistro 400 para una 

noche  rom§ntica y disfrutar el pollo m§rzala. Para todos los que 

tienen prisa esta el  Subway, Jack in the Box, Taco Bell, y tambi®n 

Burger King ñEl Reyò de Hamburguesa (los empleados son muy 

amistosos). Nos gusta la noche con diversi·n y BAILOTEO en 

Proofôs Bar y no hemos hido al Festival Hall . Starbucks  por su 

Skinny Latte. En una junta directiva la panader²a de Moyaôs los dio 

panes Mexicanos que saboreamos con mucho gusto. El teatro Yost  

tiene  gastron·micas que proporcionas artistas de calidad superiores. 

Entre ellos, es la Sra. Carter Drewberry qui®n reside en nuestro 

distrito y provee la m¼sica de Dioses con sus obras maestras de 

violoncelo sinf·nicas. Espera a ver m§s entusiasmo como el teatro 

Yost  con una remodelaci·n que va ampliar su local.   

 

Como ustedes pueden imaginar, estoy probablemente en un 
problema grande, ser§ porque solo nombre algunos de los tantos 
comerciantes. As² es mi diversi·n y tengo el entusiasmo del centro de 
Santa Ana. Vengan a las tiendas, cenen, jueguen, y compren, hay 
muchos tratos buenos, comidas buenas, tiempos buenos y hallazgos 
inesperados. Env²eme un blog en downtown-santaana.com 



. 

BE A MEMBER TODAY!  
 

Member benefits: Networking, Local Government Advocacy, Credibility, Learning Opportunities, Benefits and Discounts, 
Publicity (co-op advertising and website links), Committee Participation, Downtown Inc., Media (Newsletter/e-mail), Volunteer 
Programs, Community Involvement. Membership is good for 1 year from application date.  

Call 714-644-8371 and speak with Ruth Valle.  
Applications will be sent via fax to 714-547-6102, e-mail to ruth@downtown-inc.com  

or US Postal Mail to our office address: 305 E. 4th St. Suite 200, Santa Ana, CA 92701.  
 

**MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FEE WILL INCREASE TO $100 JULY 1, 2010**  

¡SEA MIEMBRO HOY!  
 

Beneficios de afiliación: Establecer redes Socials, Apoyo del Gobierno Local, Credibilidad Oportunidades en aprendizaje, 
Beneficios y Descuentos, Publicidad cooperativa y  tambien pagina de Web Participación en Comité, Downtown Inc. Media 

(Boletín/distribución de correo electrónico), Programas para ser voluntario, Participación en la comunidad. La membrecia es 
buena durante por un año de la fecha de aplicación. Llame a 714-644-8371 y hablen con Ruth Valle. La applicacion se 

envían a través de fax: 714-547-6102, correo electronic a ruth@downtown-inc.com o  
correo postal al 305 E. 4th St. Suite 200, Santa Ana, Ca  92701. 

 
** MIEMBRECIA DE LA ASSOCACION SE AUMENTARA A $100 COMENSANDO 1 DE JULIO 2010* 

305 E. 4th St., Suite 200  

Santa Ana, CA  92701 

Phone: 714 -547-6100 

Fax: 714-547-6102  

E-mail: info@downtown -inc.com  
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