
 

  Since my arrival last August, I have heard several business owners express 
their belief that 4th Street should be closed to traffic and take on a ñpedestrian 
mallò atmosphere.  I thought it would be good to lay that idea to rest this month 
with some recent findings.  Sacramento will take a consideration to City Council 
this month on reopening K Street to traffic.  Other cities that have reopened their 
streets include:  South Bend, IN, who experienced a 20% increase in retail 
sales. Burlington, IA also documented a 60% decrease in ground-floor 
vacancies.  Perhaps itôs not the magic bullet to transform the area by adding a 
pedestrian mall and   instead we need to increase pedestrian traffic by listening 
to what consumers are telling us.  ñWe want products and services that have 
broad appeal that will bring all demographics to downtown.ò 
  
  This summer Downtown Inc is thrilled to announce our active Intern program.  
Andrew Tovstein is our Retail Recruiter if you need information on properties in 
the downtown.  Kathryn Podsiadlo is volunteering her time to enhancement 
projects to include the First Saturday Art Walk and a possible Farmers Market.  
Joshua Lee is looking into a ñHappy Hour Trolleyò and ideas that promote our 
entertainment district.  All of our interns can be messaged at 714-547-6100 ext. 
205 and they will return your call.  From Westminster College in Salt Lake City, 
Berkeley and University of California Long Beach, we are honored they chose 
Downtown Inc  because of their commitment to improving downtown Santa Ana.  
If you would like to volunteer for events/promotions in the downtown, please 
give us a call.   
 
  Downtown Inc is pleased at the quick response from City Staff in regards to 
one of our restaurant expansions. Consuelo Arredondo is a proud restaurateur 
in business for over 18 years.  Jugos Acapulco located at 307 E First Street 
will double in size this summer and is appreciative of the efforts of Downtown 
Inc and the City of Santa Ana Economic Development staff to move this 
expansion forward.  Please let us know of challenges you are facing in your 
business improvement projects. 
 
Downtown Inc will be promoting downtown as World Cup Headquarters 2010 
FIFA World Cup South Africa with your logo or name of your restaurant and info.  
The promotion will include all media and our new website.  Call Ruth Valle to 
participate at 714-644-8371  
  
 

 MEET JON GOTHOLD  

 Board Director 

 
 

J 
on Gothold is a Partner and the 

Executive Creative Director of DGWB 

Advertising in Santa Ana. Jon was one of 

the original founders of the agency in 

1988, and has helped guide its growth to  

become the largest independently owned Orange 

County based advertising agency. He and his 

Partners, Mike Weisman and Mandi Dossin, 

purchased the old Santa Ana City Hall building 

in 2000 and relocated their agency from Irvine 

to Santa Ana later that year. He and his late 

wife, Janice Lowry, were extremely involved with the early days of the artist 

village, and Janice was one of the first artists to open a studio in the 

downtown.  Jon is a founding member of the Grand Central Art    Forum, 

which is the advisory board for Cal State Fullertonôs Grand Central Art 

Center. In addition, he served on the Executive Board for Arts Orange 

County for seven years, and has been in an advisory role for the Orange 

County High School of the Arts, The Art     Institute of Los Angeles/Orange 

County, and Taller San Jose, a Santa Ana based educational facility for at-

risk youth. In 2001, Jon was awarded the Exceptional Citizenôs Award by 

Mayor Miguel Pulido.  

In 2002 he was the winner of the Ethics in America Award presented by the 

Paskey Foundation, and in 2003, he and DGWB were named Small Business 

of the Year by the Southland Economic Development Corporation. Jon 

firmly believes that Downtown Santa Ana can and should be the cultural 

epicenter for all of Orange County, and looks forward to rolling up his 

sleeves to do his part in help making it happen. 
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The 2009 Latino OC 100 honorees pose for a 
photo during the fourth annual Latino OC 100 
reception at the Delhi Center in Santa Ana, 
Calif., on Tuesday, April 6, 2010. One hundred 
people who make a difference in Orange 
County's Latino communities were honored. - 
Courtesy of The Orange County Register. 

2009 LATINO OC 100  LIST   

Ruben Alvarez, President of Stay Connected OC has been the coordinator for the 
Latino OC 100 List. Downtown  Inc is pleased that our own Ruth Valle was named 
one of the 2009 honorees.   �³�,�W���Z�D�V���D�Q���K�R�Q�R�U���W�R���E�H���Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G���,�¶�P���V�W�L�O�O���D�V�W�R�X�Q�G�H�G��

�D�V���W�R���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���,�¶�Y�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P�����I�D�P�L�O�\�����I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���F�R-�Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���´���7�R���V�H�H��
more pictures or learn more about this event, please look up Ruben Alvarez on 

Facebook or connect via e-mail at stayconnected2004@yahoo.com.  

Ruth 

From the City: Corinthian Enrolls Downtown Santa Ana for its Newest Campus 
 
 Santa Ana, CA, -- One of the largest post-secondary education companies in North America is helping to breathe new life and 

vitality into downtown Santa Ana. 

 

 Corinthian Colleges Inc., which is based in Santa Ana, plans to open its newest campus this summer in a 4-story, 40,000-square-foot 

building on 500 W. Santa Ana Blvd.  The school will employ 100 and support an enrollment of nearly 1,000 students six days a 

week from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. As many as 150 of those students are expected to be Santa Ana residents. 

 

 On April 5, Santa Ana City Council gave final approval to the project, which was the result of a 2008 meeting between Corinthian 

officials and staff from the cityôs Economic Development Division.  ñThe city has consistently reached out to educational institutions 

to make Santa Ana their home.ò said Mayor Miguel Pulido.  City officials told college representatives that a campus could be very 

successful because of Santa Anaôs centralized location. ñItôs a great location for Corinthian,ò said Bob Caudill, Senior Vice President 

who handled the deal for Grubb & Ellis.  The bus station is right across the street and the college will have very visible signage on a 

building that is bigger than it appears.  

 

 ñItôs a great opportunity for Santa Anaôs downtown district, our residents and Corinthian,ò said Michele Martinez, Santa Ana 

councilperson. 

 

 Designed originally as a medical building, the four-story facility has a lot of available parking.  Corinthian Colleges Inc. offers its 

more than 105,000 students short-term diploma programs and associates, bachelors, and masters degrees through WyoTech and 

Herald and Everest colleges.   The company operates 100 schools in 25 states and 17 schools in Canada.  Primary programs include 

healthcare, criminal justice, business, information technology, transportation technology and maintenance, and construction trades. 

 

  In addition, it offers online degree programs in business, accounting, criminal justice, paralegal and information technology. 

 Corinthian was founded in 1995 and went public in 1999.  It has 12,500 employees in North America, including 5,200 full-time and 

part-time faculty members. 
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